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Cultural and Educational Women Association of Drosero Xanthi “ELPIDA” (“THE HOPE”)
___________________________________________________________________

525 R/N
12th of November 2018

For the GA meeting on the 13th of November 2018,

For the ERIO’s workshop:

 “Ending discrimination of Roma in housing and health: the Role of Equality Bodies”,

On the 14th of November 2018
Current state of housing issues of the inhabitants of our settlement

The Roma settlement, Drosero, lies on the edge of  the city of Xanthi, a town of about 50,000 inhabitants, located in Northern Greece. The population of the settlement is approximately 6,000 inhabitants, of which about 2,000 are children.

The settlement has been growing little by little over the past 100 years and consists of at least 600 houses. There is a rudimentary square and a primary school, which can accommodate up to 500 students. The pupils speak Roma as their native language and this impedes their school progress, since the school lacks specialized teachers and instructional methods geared at bilingual children. 

The school, however, tries to retain the pupils, even if their number exceeds the capacity of the school and many pupils would prefer to enroll in the schools of Xanthi. They are unable to do so, because the inhabitants of Xanthi do not want Roma students in their schools. Here, it should be noted that the number of students in the Roma settlement is slightly smaller than the number of students in Xanthi proper. Yet, while the students of Xanthi have 16 public primary schools, 15 public kindergartens and 9 municipal kindergartens, the Roma students have one primary school and one Kindergarten. To prevent Roma children from attending Xanthi schools, the Municipality steadfastly excludes Drosero from its urban plan.

ELPIDA, The Roma Women’s Association of Drosero, has conducted a lengthy correspondence with the Greek Ombudsman on these issues. The correspondence begins in 2008 and the Ombudsman’s office has been responsive. However, the central government and the Municipality of Xanthi have avoided working together to enact the laws and decisions needed to legalize the 600+ homes in Drosero. In fact, each blames the other, while the goal remains shared: to keep Drosero out of the city plan and keep it illegal forever. It seems that local stakeholders in the community of Xanthi hope to break our spirit and make us pull up stakes and leave. 

This is classic discriminatory behavior that exists in almost all the European countries considered civilized. This policy is underpinned by an organized tactic of imposing fines, both for the homes built in Drosero – since there is no way to legalize them – and for any effort made by the inhabitants to earn a living. For small street vendors, selling items under €50, the fine for peddling can amount to as much as €5.000. An irony is that similar fines are imposed on parents who do not send their children to the rudimentary junior high school near Drosero, from which, again, the graduation rate is minimal.

ELPIDA has regretfully been unable to garner any support from organizations representing the professional and academic life of Xanthi to date. Few doctors, lawyers or teachers have so far dared to support us in our efforts. We have also had minimal support from the relevant EU bodies and the Council of Europe.

I would like to once again ask the competent bodies in my own country, but also in the EU to support ELPIDA in Drosero and with it the hope for a better life for our children. We are struggling to break the cycle of poverty and illiteracy in Drosero. We do not want our children to grow up without education, direction and purpose. Thousands of our fellow Roma die from poverty and degradation, and yet they are citizens of my country and of the EU. We deserve a better chance.

                                                          Sincerely,
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The President of the Women Association of Drosero Xanthi
                                                            «ELPIDA»

Souleiman Sabicha
President Telephone number: +30 69885366777, +30 2541063630 
e-mail:sullogoselpida@gmail.com
www.drosero.com

