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(the logo of our association is an 

aerial-photograph of our settlement) 
Cultural and Educational Women Association of Drosero Xanthi “ELPIDA” (“THE HOPE”)
___________________________________________________________________
526 R/N
12th of November 2018

For the GA meeting on the 13th of November 2018,

For the ERIO’s workshop:

 “Ending discrimination of Roma in housing and health: the Role of Equality Bodies”,
On the 14th of November 2018
Current state of health issues of the inhabitants of our settlement

Local authorities, but also the state institutions, are still in breach of the resolutions and decisions of the European Parliament concerning the integration of Roma into society. As you will see from the following, the health of the Roma of Drosero is jeopardized, due to racial discrimination, unequal treatment and violation of institutionalized human rights. 

Drosero is a settlement on the outskirts of the city of Xanthi, which has existed since 1923, is constantly growing and is in practical terms (although not in legal terms) part of the city of Xanthi. Yet, life in Drosero is unfortunately very different from life in Xanthi proper. 

The population of Drosero is about 6,000 and life expectancy in the settlelment averages 45-50 years, whereas the life expectancy for the rest of the country is 80.43 years. The main causes of death are strokes and heart attacks, as well as kidney problems. It is not difficult to conclude that the short life expectancy is due to poor hygiene and nutrition, and inadequate access to healthcare. This is due to the poverty that the Roma experience and the insecurity they feel about their own lives, the future of their children and their work. It's hard to take care of your health when you're occupied with day-to-day survival.

Also, the low life expectancy and many of the health problems in the community are due to the fact that the state does not take care of the vaccination of the community’s children. Our Association, in partnership with non-governmental organizations and volunteers, brings free vaccines to the children whenever possible. A major obstacle maintaining the health of the residents of the settlement is that Drosero is located 4.4 km from the General Hospital of Xanthi, while there is still no public transportion. Residents who do not have their own means of transportation are forced to walk there, since they are not usually able to pay for a taxi. This obstacle leads the residents to postpone their visit to the hospital, resulting in a deterioration of their health.

It is worth noting that there is no integrated drainage system in the settlement, and many houses have no connection to sewerage. Instead they are connected to the rainwater drainage network. Most homes, however, have cesspools. The number of cesspools is significant, and many houses are at risk because the soil has become loose. Drains often overflow in heavy rain, in part due to poor maintenance, leading to raw sewage coming to the surface and coming in contact with the residents and children. 

There is also a serious problem with the waste in the settlement. Residents are forced to wash public garbage bins themselves, but end up spreading contaminated water in the roads. We also have reports to the Association about rodent infestations in many homes. The competent local authorities and the local Public Water and Sewerage Service have refused to answer dozens of our requests, including our request of proof that they have completed even one project funded by the EU. Our children's health and public health is being threatened. Our settlement is treated like a third world settlement, while being located in a developed EU country.

                                                          Sincerely,
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The President of the Women Association of Drosero Xanthi
                                                            «ELPIDA»

Souleiman Sabicha
President Telephone number: +30 69885366777, +30 2541063630 
e-mail:sullogoselpida@gmail.com
www.drosero.com

