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Cultural and Educational WomenAssociation of Drosero Xanthi “ELPIDA”(“THE HOPE”)
___________________________________________________________________

563 R/N
20 December 2018

TO:
Ms. Lavinia Banu 



Dear Ms. Banu,
[bookmark: _GoBack]
ELPIDA, the Roma Women’s Association of Drosero, sends you warm greetings for the holidays and wishes you a happy New Year.
As follow-up to our participation in the ERIO workshop in Brussels on November 14, 2018, we wish to inform you of the serious problems faced by the residents of our settlement. We would like to ask for your advice, as well as information as to which responsible representatives of Council of Europe we might address for assistance.
The key issues of our community are:

1. Incorporation of our settlement with the city plan of Xanthi.
Our settlement has been established for more than 100 years and yet is still not legally incorporated with the city of Xanthi. This has a direct impact on every attempt to legalize our homes. The residents are mostly illiterate, unemployed or working as peddlers. In most cases, the family home is their only asset, with each family being large and sharing the same roof. The recent drive in Greece to register all properties in a national deed registry is now further threatening these owners, because they have been described as an "unknown owner" in the deed registry for the city of Xanthi. Furthermore, the lack of a formal urban plan means that streets are unnamed and that the community therefore is not served properly by the Greek postal service. Instead all mail is delivered to a small shop, the owner of which was arbitrarily appointed to distribute the mail to intended recipients.

2. There is no integrated sewerage and rainwater drainage network.
We know that funds have been approved by the Municipality of Xanthi for the Public Water Service (EYDAP) to establish the sewerage network of our settlement. The money has been disbursed and the projects have begun, however, they have not been completed. As a result, rainfall drains are clogged in every heavy rainfall, the streets of the settlement flood and sewage is exposed, threatening public health and especially the health of our children. Also, the water coming from the yards of the houses is not easily absorbed and the inhabitants try to push the water to the drains themselves.

3. Lack of public transportation.
The settlement is approximately 1.5 km from the city center of Xanthi and about 4 km from the General Public Hospital. There is no public high school in the settlement, so for the students wishing to complete secondary education, the nearest high school is at a distance of 2,5 km. Despite the efforts and countless demands of the Association, urban transportation to and from the settlement still does not exist. This leaves residents without any means of connection with the local community and excluded in a ghetto situation. They have no direct access to public health services and for everyday needs they are forced to walk miles.

4. Education issues.
Based on a population census, conducted by ELPIDA in the summer of 2018, there are more than 2,000 school-aged children in the settlement. There is no public preschool in the settlement, and the one and only kindergarten does not have spaces for all children of the relevant age. The same thing holds for the primary school. In addition, schools are housed in completely inadequate buildings that threaten the health and physical well-being of students. An educational program tailored to the needs of our vulnerable and bilingual social group does not exist. The junior high school does not have its own space, but is housed in the Labor Force Employment Organization (OAED) premises, and there is a growing need for rooms and workshops to carry out an integrated educational program. This whole situation results in increased rates of school failure and school drop-out.

Especially concerning the issues of education, but also the general problems in our settlement, we attach the results and analysis of the 2018 census for your information. Since its founding, our Association has been working tirelessly to find solutions allowing for more favorable and equitable living conditions for the members of our community. If you require any further information about the Association and its work so far, we are happy to supply it. 
To continue our work, we need funding to cover our administrative support staff and our basic operating costs. We are in search of such funding and we ask for your guidance to address relevant European organizations. There is no support from the local authorities. Your advice will be greatly appreciated, and we look forward to your response as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
[image: I:\ΥΠΟΓΡΑΦΗ.png][image: I:\ΣΦΡΑΓΙΔΑ.png]The President of the Women Association of Drosero Xanthi «ELPIDA»





Souleiman Sabicha
President Telephone number: +30 69885366777, +30 2541063630 
e-mail:sullogoselpida@gmail.com
www.drosero.com
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