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Cultural and Educational Women Association of Drosero Xanthi “ELPIDA” (“THE HOPE”)
___________________________________________________________________


654 R/N
12 September 2019

TO
Ms Lavinia Banu,


[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Ms. Banu,
On 20 December, 2018, I wrote to you on behalf of ELPIDA, requesting assistance.
You kindly answered me on 16 January 2019. In your letter you explained that although the European Commission supports Roma integration, it is up to the national authorities to implement such policies.
Further you directed us to get in touch with the Special Secretariat for Roma Social Integration, at the time headed by Katerina Giantsou.
At a later date you also shared with us Ms. Giantsou’s reply, dated 8 April 2019 and attached in English translation, to the issues we had raised concerning access to education for the children of Drosero, Xanthi.
In spite of the fact that our Association has maintained contact with the municipal education authorities, the Ombudsman, the Special Secretariat and other stakeholders at the local and national level, we once again face the imminent start of the new school year without adequate provisions for the children of Drosero.
On September 9, two days before the school year starts, we received a partial answer from the local educational authorities. The letter states that the transfer requests have been granted, but does not specify how many, nor to which schools the children will be assigned, nor what provisions have been made for transportation.
After the elections, I had a meeting with the new Special Secretary for Roma Social Integration, Mr. Giorgios Stamatis. The main purpose of the meeting was to seek assistance with having the children of the community enrolled in Xanthi City schools. Mr. Stamatis repeatedly informed me that his office can not get involved in educational matters and that we must address our concerns to the appropriate ministry, the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs. All the general secretariat is prepared to do is pressure the local authorities to pressure Roma parents to send their children to school. Since our issue concerns parents who do want their children in school, but are having trouble getting them placed, the meeting was not very productive. Perhaps you have information as to whether Mr. Stamatis is indeed the new general secretary for Roma Integration, or perhaps only standing in until a new secretary is appointed.
We have prepared letters to Ms. Kerameus, Minister of Education, and to Ms. Dobriki, in charge of the public elementary schools in Xanthi, which we attach.
As far as the initiatives set out by Ms. Giantsou in her letter to you in April, we have received no updates or further information concerning these planned actions.
Right now, our main concern is to ensure that the approximately 200 children wishing to attend public schools in the City of Xanthi be able to start the new school year, beginning on 11 September, in an orderly fashion. This goes to the 3rd objective in Ms. Giantsou’s letter:
"Integration of students from Drosero in the city schools of Xanthi. The process has already begun this school year with about 30 Roma students attending school within the City of Xanthi.”
We would also like to point out that the 1st objective in Ms. Giantsou’s letter, namely the plan to establish a special school in Xanthi for Roma children does not coincide with our wishes for the education of our children. In order for the children to achieve successful integration into Greek society, it is crucial that they not be segregated, whether by being confined in sub-standard and de facto segregated schools within the settlement or in a segregated school in Xanthi. This proposal goes against the principles outlined in the work done for the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (see attachment), as well as against, if not the letter, the principles and values of the Barcelona Treaty.
We would appreciate any advice or support you can offer in this urgent matter.

                                                          Sincerely,
[image: I:\ΥΠΟΓΡΑΦΗ.png][image: I:\ΣΦΡΑΓΙΔΑ.png]The President of the Women Association of Drosero Xanthi
                                                            «ELPIDA»





Souleiman Sabicha
President Telephone number: +30 69885366777, +30 2541063630 
e-mail:sullogoselpida@gmail.com
www.drosero.com
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