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___________________________________________________________________

Drosero – Xanthi, 22/2/2017
Reference Nr 403/17


To: Mr Ivan Ivanov
Subject: Cases of Discrimination against Roma 

Dear Ivan,
In the following, please find some cases of discrimination against Roma we have recorded:
•	Drosero settlement is one of the largest and oldest Romani settlements in Greece but not in the urban development plan of Xanthi until now.
•	Transportation does not-exist from Xanthi to Drosero and from Drosero to Xanthi (a distance of ca. 2 km), because the local authorities consider that Roma people destroy the public property. In addition to that, taxi, couriers and other transportation services avoid entering the settlement.
•	The number of students aged 6-12 are estimated to be more than 900. The numbers of elementary schools that exist in Drosero are only 2 and the capacity of each school is for approximately 300 to 350 pupils. Only Roma pupils attend these schools, they are ghettoised. A nursery school does not exist and as a result the Roma children between 3 and 5 years have no chance to have proper education.
•	A Roma resident of Drosero applied for a work position at a known supermarket chain. When the administration realized that he is Roma and resident of Drosero, his application had been rejected. 
•	A mother of 8 children who is a Roma traveller and sells balloons as it’s the only way for her to earn for a living and to survive. Police caught her twice a day while she sold her merchandise and the police officer used against her a verbal abuse and threatened her saying « Gypsy» and « I will brake your legs if I catch you again».
•	A Roma resident of Drosero bought two sacks of potatoes for his family from a street peddler. After a while two policemen saw holding the sacks of potatoes and considered that he carried illegal merchandise. The man tried to explain that he was not a peddler and that he bought the potatoes for his family. The Police officers were resolute. They did not let him speak and explain. Immediately they gave him a fine for illegal outdoor trade.
•	According to the law the fines imposed should be in proportion to the quantity of the merchandise. But for the Roma people all of these is not being applied. For some toys or a bunch of flowers or some balloons, the penalty payments range from 5,000 to 10,000 Euros. All of this is illegal. 
•	Police step on the human rights and applies more and unjust power than it should. More specific, in 27/8/2016 in the town of Zakynthos, 4 Romani women were caught for selling flowers by police. One of them was an young girl, only 16 years old. They brought them to the police station with violence and verbal abuse and they put all the women in the same room. A police woman officer forced the four women to remove all their clothes, including underwear. The women felt a great shame and the young girl has still nightmares of this incident as they were insulted, verbally abused and faced as thieves, just because they have Romani origin. 
•	18-2-2017: At the International Airport of ‘MACEDONIA’ in Thessaloniki: A Roma family had just returned with a flight from Amsterdam. In the baggage claim area, a police officer dressed as a civilian, approached and demanded in a bad way from them to follow him. The policeman faced them as criminals who thought that they had drugs in their possession. He led them to the body control room and asked them in a bad way to remove all their clothes, including underwear. The woman said that she felt awful and ashamed because the female police officer searched her private parts of her body. The worst was the verbal abuse, the bad behaviour and racist comments about their origin, education and attitude.


Sincerely,
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